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B�den'ın 'soykırım' adımı Ç�n ve Türk�ye'y� aynı gem�ye koyuyor

Cumhurbaşkanı Recep Tayyip Erdoğan (E) ve Çin Dışişleri Bakanı Wang Yi, 25 Mart 2021'de Ankara'da bir toplantı öncesi fotoğraf çektirdi. (AP Fotoğrafı)

BY GAL LUFT APR 28,  2021 12:05 AM

A ltmış yıl önce ABD, Küba'dak� F�del Castro Marks�st rej�m�n� zorla değ�şt�rmek amacıyla Domuzlar Körfez�'ne

çıktı. Tak�p eden yıllarda, V�etnam, Kamboçya, Granada, Panama, Lübnan, Irak, Afgan�stan, L�bya ve d�ğerler�,

s�v�l halk arasında anlatılmamış ölümlere neden olan ABD �şgal ve bombardımanlarının sonunu alıyordu. Y�ne de cam

evlerde yaşayanların taş atmakta h�çb�r sorunu yok g�b� görünüyor.

İk�nc� kez, 100 günlük görev süres� �ç�nde, B�den yönet�m� ABD'n�n anlaşmazlık �ç�nde olduğu ülkelere karşı soykırım

�lan ed�lmes�n� s�lah hal�ne get�rmeye karar verd�.

The f�rst was last month’s des�gnat�on by the U.S. State Department of Ch�na’s treatment of the Uyghurs �n

X�nj�ang as genoc�de, w�th the hope that other countr�es follow su�t.

The Un�ted States also awakened the ghosts of the World War I th�s month, recogn�z�ng as "genoc�de" the trag�c

events that the Armen�ans were subjected to dur�ng the wars w�th the Ottomans �n 1915 and the ensu�ng ex�le.

For B�den, th�s may be good pol�t�cs cons�der�ng that 84 of the 100 members of U.S. Congress who urged h�m to do so

are Democrats, mostly from the state of Cal�forn�a, where most Armen�an-Amer�cans res�de. But �t �s certa�nly not
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good pol�cy.

Why �s �t a m�stake?

F�rst, the t�m�ng of the recogn�t�on �s poor, and not only because �t comes dur�ng the holy month of Ramadan when 85

m�ll�on Turks are conf�ned to the�r homes due to the COVID-19 lockdown.

Turkey �s stand�ng at a fork �n the road, torn between �ts trad�t�onal alleg�ance to the West and the econom�c prom�se

of the East. Its relat�ons w�th Wash�ngton have been stra�ned for qu�te some t�me, but by succumb�ng to the Armen�an

lobby pressure B�den m�ssed what could be h�s last opportun�ty to lure Turkey back �nto the Euro-Amer�can orb�t.

Th�s folly comes at a t�me Turkey, a NATO member and the gateway to the Black Sea, �s fac�ng a strateg�c d�lemma on

how to pos�t�on �tself between Russ�a and Ukra�ne as the confl�ct between the two �ntens�f�es.

It �s also �mportant for the U.S. and NATO �nterests �n the East Med�terranean, Syr�a, L�bya, the Pers�an Gulf and

Afghan�stan. B�den chose to sacr�f�ce all th�s for “h�stor�c just�ce.” But what makes h�s "genoc�de" recogn�t�on most

self-defeat�ng �s that �t helps dr�ve Turkey �nto the arms of Amer�ca’s number one strateg�c r�val – Ch�na.

Ankara-Be�j�ng l�ne

For some t�me, Turkey has been work�ng to strengthen �ts relat�ons w�th Ch�na:

It was one of the f�rst countr�es to val�date the Ch�nese coronav�rus vacc�ne

It supports Ch�na’s Belt and Road In�t�at�ve (BRI)

It refuses to adhere to U.S. pressure to ban Huawe� from �ts telecommun�cat�on backbone

It has expanded the use of the Ch�nese yuan �n �ts economy, help�ng Ch�na to �nternat�onal�ze �ts currency and

challenge the U.S. dollar as reserve currency.

Most �mportant, Turkey has been relat�vely restra�ned �n �ts cr�t�c�sm of Ch�na’s treatment of the Uyghurs �n

X�nj�ang, cons�der�ng �t has the strongest ethn�c aff�n�ty to them.

If Wash�ngton had any hope that Turkey would s�de w�th �t on X�nj�ang, th�s hope �s now dashed. Ankara �s certa�nly

sens�t�ve to the treatment of the Uyghurs; however, desp�te �ts clear stance on the �ssue, �t cannot blame Ch�na for

comm�tt�ng "genoc�de" wh�le the U.S. has now baselessly targeted �tself for the very same cr�me.
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A protester from the Uyghur community living in Turkey waves a Turkish �ag during a protest against China's treatment of Uyghurs, in Istanbul,
Turkey, March 25, 2021. (AP Photo)

And by caus�ng Turkey to reject Wash�ngton’s narrat�ve of a Uyghur genoc�de, B�den essent�ally gave the rest of the

Musl�m world, espec�ally Turk�c countr�es, a conven�ent excuse to s�t on the fence. By conflat�ng the h�stor�cal event

that happened 106 years ago w�th an ongo�ng one B�den created a new commonal�ty between Ch�na and Turkey.

As the two countr�es mark th�s year the 50th ann�versary of the establ�shment of the�r d�plomat�c relat�ons, they

now share a s�m�lar pred�cament: they are both targets of Amer�ca’s select�ve weapon�zat�on of human r�ghts. Select�ve

�ndeed because Wash�ngton has no problem turn�ng a bl�nd eye to mass murders comm�tted by �ts fr�ends.

The persecut�on and k�ll�ng of Roh�ngya Musl�ms �n Myanmar under the leadersh�p of Wash�ngton’s darl�ng and

Nobel Peace Pr�ze laureate Aung San Suu Ky� was never labeled as genoc�de.

Nor was the starvat�on of m�ll�ons �n Yemen courtesy of Saud� Arab�a. And there was not even a wh�sper about the

mass k�ll�ng of m�ll�ons of Ch�nese by Japanese occup�ers �n World War II or the m�ll�on or so Ind�ans k�lled by the

Br�t�sh dur�ng the Ind�an mut�ny of 1857.

Such �ncons�stency and select�ve memory �n apply�ng the term “genoc�de” based on geopol�t�cal exped�enc�es or – even

worse – pol�t�cal contr�but�ons, underm�ne Amer�ca’s moral author�ty and �nternat�onal leadersh�p.

B�den’s latest act�on should �nd�cate to Ankara what �t should have real�zed by now: that �ts bromance w�th the U.S. �s

over. Courtesy of B�den, Turkey and Ch�na are now �n the same boat. It’s t�me to start row�ng.

*Professor �n OSTİM Techn�cal Un�vers�ty and co-d�rector of the Inst�tute for the Analys�s of Global Secur�ty (IAGS)
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